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LOCKERBIE AIR DISASTER – PE 1370 – JUSTICE FOR MEGRAHI (JFM) 
 

I refer to my previous correspondence on Police Scotland’s response to the 
criminal allegations presented by Justice for Megrahi, and the assurance 
provided by the Chief Constable Sir Stephen House to provide the Justice 
Committee with updates on progress. 
 
On 16 February 2015 I hosted a meeting at Tulliallan, between Police 
Scotland and the JFM Liaison Group. A summary of the meeting is enclosed 
for your information.  
 
I trust that you find this update to be useful and informative. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you require any further information or 
clarification. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Iain Livingstone 
Deputy Chief Constable 

 



 

 

MEETING RECORD (Précis)  
 
Police Scotland and Justice for Megrahi (JfM) 
 
Glasgow: Tuesday 14th January 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Justice for Megrahi (JfM):  Iain McKie; Len Murray. 
 
Police Scotland: Detective Superintendent Stuart Johnstone; Detective Chief 
Inspector Scott Cunningham. 
 
Apologies: Deputy Chief Constable Iain Livingstone; James Robertson. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
  
Agenda  
 
This is the fifth meeting held to facilitate liaison between Police Scotland and JfM in 
respect of the ongoing investigation by Police Scotland into JfM’s complaint of 9 
criminal allegations made in September 2012 and to discuss new concerns raised by 
JfM in relation to recent public statements made by the Lord Advocate (LA) in 
December 2014 in commemoration of the 26th anniversary of the Lockerbie 
bombing.   
 
Apologies were received from DCC Livingstone and James Robertson. 
 
DSU Johnstone introduced the meeting and welcomed those present.   He started off 
by emphasising that Police Scotland continued to guarantee their complete 
independence and absolute rigour in the investigation of their allegations.   
 
DSU Johnstone also reiterated that the 9 criminal allegations made by JfM had been 
received in good faith by Police Scotland and he provided the assurance that these 
merited the appropriate respect and response by way of a full investigation into the 
allegations, to be carried out with the utmost transparency and integrity.   
 
The JfM representatives informed the meeting that in September 2012 the Crown 
authorities described the criminal allegations as, ‘deliberately false and misleading’, 
and followed this up in December 2012 and December 2014 with similar media 
statements. 
 
JfM’s raised serious concerns regarding the objectivity and independence of the Lord 
Advocate and the Crown Office following their public pronouncements which 
appeared to indicate that JfM’s criminal allegations were without foundation. 
 



 

 

JfM restated that they have no faith in the objectivity of the Crown Office due to 
their unprecedented public pronouncements, and were particularly concerned that 
it would be they who would assess the final report by Police Scotland. 
 
JfM did however repeat that they had trust in Police Scotland and their integrity to 
carry out this enquiry in a comprehensive and objective way. 
 
DSU Johnstone reiterated that the investigative Terms of Reference were being 
followed with the support of the independent QC.   
 
JfM introduced a briefing paper supplied by John Ashton in relation to Allegations 5, 
6 and 7 which provided some updates and thoughts from him which might be of 
assistance to the investigation.  
 
Their representatives also agreed to provide a copy of a letter dated 24th December 
2014 submitted to the Justice Committee raising their concerns in relation to the 
Lord Advocate’s public statements and seeking further opinion.   
 
DSU Johnstone confirmed that the complete final report will be submitted to the 
independent QC appointed by Police Scotland prior to its submission to the Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal’s Service.  JfM, as complainers, will be informed and 
advised accordingly in this regard.  
 
In terms of the time frame for the investigation, DSU Johnstone confirmed the 
investigation was anticipated to continue to summer 2015 where a further review 
will take place. 
 
Conclusion 
 
JFM representatives stated they felt the meeting was extremely useful in identifying 
some possible areas of difficulty and providing reassurance to them that the liaison 
with Police Scotland was working well.  JFM appreciate the open and candid 
approach by Police Scotland which has undoubtedly helped create a trusting 
relationship. 
 
It was agreed that a confidential record of discussions be maintained and circulated 
to both parties.  An agreed précis will be released by JfM to their committee 
members and others party to the criminal allegations and also by Police Scotland to 
the Justice Committee on theirs and JfM’s behalf.  
 



 

 

MEETING RECORD (Précis) 
 
Police Scotland and Justice for Megrahi (JfM) 
 
Tulliallan: Monday 16th February 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Justice for Megrahi (JfM):  Iain McKie; Len Murray; James Robertson. 
 
Police Scotland: Deputy Chief Constable Iain Livingstone; Detective Superintendent 
Stuart Johnstone; Detective Chief Inspector Scott Cunningham. 
 
Apologies:  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
  
Agenda  
 
This is the sixth meeting held to facilitate liaison between Police Scotland and JfM in 
respect of the ongoing investigation by Police Scotland into JfM’s complaint of 9 
criminal allegations made in September 2012. Also tabled for discussion were 
concerns raised by JfM in relation to recent public statements made by the Lord 
Advocate (LA) in December 2014 on the commemoration of the 26th anniversary of 
the Lockerbie bombing which they felt could have a negative effect on the police 
investigation.   
 
DCC Livingstone introduced the meeting and welcomed those present.    
 
In noting JfM’s concerns about the Lord Advocate’s public interventions, he raised 
Police Scotland’s concerns in relation to recent “unhelpful “ media reports that made 
reference to the investigation and its progress.  DCC Livingstone emphasised that 
Police Scotland are not in a position to resolve or comment on these matters and 
any issues they have will be routed via their appointed independent QC. 
 
JfM agreed that the articles were “unhelpful” and stated they believed that the 
media articles were speculative.  JfM stated that there had been no media briefings 
by their members and confirmed a short media statement had been prepared should 
there be any further speculation.  
 
DCC Livingstone stressed that integrity and trust between both parties was 
paramount, particularly as the investigation moves forward. 
 
DSU Johnstone stated he rejected the media speculation that the original police 
enquiry was “botched”.  He reiterated that the current police investigation was 
robust and had integrity, and that he did not want this to be undermined in any way. 
 



 

 

JfM fully agreed with this and the importance of not speculating or commenting in 
any way about the ongoing police investigation. 
 
All members agreed that any media speculation or other activity which could be 
detrimental to the police investigation was unacceptable.   
 
JfM reiterated their faith in the police investigation. 
 
Members acknowledged that there were 3 strands to JfM’s current strategy: i) the 
relatives appeal submission to the SCCRC; ii) JfM’s criminal complaints, and iii) the 
petition calling for a public enquiry.   
 
DCC Livingstone stated that it was important that Police Scotland was not unsighted 
on issues JfM wished to raise with the Justice Committee. 
 
JfM acknowledged this and agreed that relevant information which related to both 
parties should be shared between them and that great care was required to ensure 
that nothing was done to compromise the police investigation. 
  
In discussion it was agreed that one of JfM’s roles was to assist the investigation and 
where possible provide relevant information.  Police Scotland, while not revealing 
the details of their enquiry, undertook to keep JfM updated on general progress and 
address any concerns that might be raised. 
 
JfM welcomed the fact that Police Scotland had mounted a full major investigation 
and confirmed their continuing belief in its independence. 
 
JfM fully acknowledged that the ongoing investigations by Police Scotland into their 
allegations of criminality and also the live investigation into the Lockerbie bombing 
were legally challenging and set a new precedent for Police Scotland. 
 
Conclusion 
 
JFM representatives stated they felt the “clear the air” meeting was crucial to ensure 
the positive liaison with Police Scotland over the past 12 months continued based on 
previous mutual trust and honesty.   
 
It was agreed that a confidential record of discussions be maintained and circulated 
to both parties. An agreed brief précis will be drafted by Police Scotland for 
agreement by JfM prior to Police Scotland passing this to the Justice Committee and 
JfM to their members.  
   
Finally, Police Scotland assess that it is likely enquiries will continue until summer 
2015 when a review will take place. 
 


